Let Us Survey The Wondrous Cross (Mark 15:16-32) 
Proposition: Every one of us can survey the wondrous cross and see not 
a puzzle of grotesque suffering, but see the power of God unto 
Salvation. We can do this by observing the four action scenes in this 
passage of scripture. 

I. The Barbarism of the Soldiers before the Cross (Vs. 16-20) 

A. The Soldiers Mocked Him (Vs. 17-18, 19c) 

B. The Soldiers Mistreated Him (Vs. 19c-d, 20a-c) 

II. The Baring of the Cyrenian in route to the Cross (Vs. 20d-22a) 

A. The Shame of Baring His Cross (Vs. 20d) 

B. The Cyrenian for Baring His Cross (Vs. 21-22a) 

III. The Brutality in the Sentence of the Cross (Vs. 22b-28) 

A. The Scene Around the Cross (Vs. 24b-d) 

B. The Simplicity of the Cross (Vs. 24a, 25) 

C. The Sign Above the Cross (Vs. 26) 

D. The Scoundrels Along the Cross (Vs. 27, 32c) 

E. The Scriptures About the Cross (Vs. 24b-d, 27-28) 

IV. The Blasphemy of the Statements beneath the Cross (Vs 29-32) 

A. They Blasphemed His Ability (Vs. 29-30a) 

B. They Blasphemed His Assignment (Vs. 30b-31) 

C. They Blasphemed His Authority (Vs. 32) 
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1) ...John MacArthur wrote, the "...proof of both the immense love 
of God and the profound wickedness of sin." It is the line of 
demarcation between the lost and the found, the perishing and 
the saved and the condemned and the forgiven. 1 Corinthians 
1:23-24 But we preach Christ crucified, unto the Jews a 
stumblingblock, and unto the Greeks foolishness; But unto them 
which are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of 
God, and the wisdom of God. As Isaac Watts wrote that great 
hymn "When I Survey the Wondrous Cross" and gave us his view 
of the cross, I want to take a moment and let us all Survey the 
Wondrous Cross in this passage before us tonight and see the 
true meaning of the cross. Every one of us can survey the 
wondrous cross and see not a puzzle of grotesque suffering, but 
see the power of God unto Salvation. We can do this by 
observing the four action scenes in this passage of scripture. 






1) Mark 8:34 And when he had called the people unto him with 
his disciples also, he said unto them, Whosoever will come after 
me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me. 

2) ...Alexander and Rufus were named specifically. As though they 
would be known by the reader. In Romans 16:13 Paule wrote: 
Salute Rufus chosen in the Lord, and his mother and mine. It is 
supposed that Mark's gospel was to persecuted Christian 
believers in Rome. Note also Acts 13:1 Now there were in the 
church that was at Antioch certain prophets and teachers; as 
Barnabas, and Simeon that was called Niger, and Lucius of 
Cyrene, and Manaen, which had been brought up with Herod 
the tetrarch, and Saul. Could it be that this Simeon (another 
form of Simon) called Niger (a name for a man of dark skin from 
Africa, be the very same one that carried the cross of Christ? 
And that day on Golgotha's hillside was a day that his life was 
changed forever? Is that not what every lost sinner is 
commanded to do, take up the cross of reproach and personal 
self denial and follow Jesus? 

3) ...it commenced the brutal sentence of crucifixion. 

4) ...could it be to prevent us from worshiping the suffering of the 
cross instead of the saving of the cross. 

5) Psalms 24:8 Who is this King of glory? The LORD strong and 
mighty, the LORD mighty in battle. Psalms 24:10 Who is this 
King of glory? The LORD of hosts, he is the King of glory... 

6) ...arm of the Lord was despised and rejected, wounded and 
bruised, stricken and smitten to bare the sin of many! 
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1) Isaiah 53:12 ....he hath poured out his soul unto death: and he 
was numbered with the transgressors; 


2) Matthew 26:53 Thinkest thou that I cannot now pray to my 
Father, and he shall presently give me more than twelve legions 
of angels? 


3) Luke 19:10 For the Son of man is come to seek and to save that 
which was lost. 

4) Mark 10:45 For even the Son of man came not to be ministered 
unto, but to minister, and to give his life a ransom for many. 

5) ...invention of the Devil nor the after thought of God. ..Golgotha 
was by divine appointment for (Acts 2:23) Him, being delivered 
by the determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God, ye have 
taken, and by wicked hands have crucified and slain: 


6) Some one later picked it up. They not only kept is but had it 
published: Thy life was given for me, thy blood Lord was shed, 
That I might ransomed be and quickened from the dead. Thy life 
, thy life was given for me: What have I given for Thee? We bow 
before a cross that the world slanders and blasphemes, but to 
us it is the wondrous mount of God's redeeming Love! 


